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Notes to Caregivers: 

 Day of Discovery at ZooTampa at Lowry Park is a sensory friendly event.   

 ZooTampa at Lowry Park will open select areas of the Zoo for this event at 8:00 a.m., 
which is one and a half hours before the general public enters the zoo.  

 There is a water splash area in Wallaroo that will be open for Day of Discovery.  It is 

suggested to bring a bathing suit or change of clothes if your child will want to play in 

the water. Sun protection is recommended and appropriate (non-slip) footwear is 

required. 

 Distract Packs, including sensory and fidget items and ear plugs, will be available for free 

check-out while supplies last.  

 A limited breakfast menu with reduced pricing, including coffee and gluten-free items, 

will be available for purchase at Boomers Café in Wallaroo Station where the Day of 

Discovery is being held.  Regular menus and pricing resume at park opening at 9:30 a.m.      



 
 

There are lots of things to see here. It might be bright or hurt my eyes in places 

where I see this. I can wear sunglasses or cover my eyes. 

There are lots of things to hear here. It might be loud in places where I see 

this. I can wear headphones or cover my ears if it gets too loud. 

When I see this there will be things I can taste here. I do not have to put 

anything in my mouth if I do not want to.  

There might be a strong smell in places where I see this. I can hold my nose or 

cover my nose with something that smells good. 

There are lots of things to touch here. There might be things that I feel 

uncomfortable touching when I see this. I do not have to touch anything that I 

do not want to.  



Today we are going to ZooTampa at Lowry Park’s Day of Discovery! Day of Discovery is a special 

day when the Zoo will open early. 



When we get to the Day of Discovery, we will go in the main entrance to the Zoo. We will show 

the security guard what  we have in our bags and stand still while they wave the wand over us.  

As soon as we are checked, we can go into the Zoo. The wand will not hurt.  



We will go to the front gate to purchase our tickets. The line might be long so we may have to 

wait patiently for our turn. When we have purchased our tickets, we will receive a blue 

wristband, a photo coupon, and a blue ticket for the mining experience. If I am comfortable, I 

will put the wristband around my wrist. The wristbands are made of paper. I do not have to 

wear the wristband if I do not want to. Instead, we can just keep the wristband with us. 



When we get to the entrance, we will show an employee our wristbands. As I walk towards the 

Day of Discovery event, I may notice that some areas are blocked off. This is just for Day of 

Discovery. If we want to see the blocked-off areas, we can stay after the event or come another 

day.  



We will walk past the Zoo Boulevard and head to Wallaroo Station, where the Day of Discovery 

will be held! This fountain will be turned off for Day of Discovery so I do not have to worry 

about getting wet.   It might be on and have water as I walk out but I don’t have to walk in the 

water. 



We will see stations of activities along Zoo Boulevard and in Wallaroo Station. Each station has 

something I can see, touch, or hear. I do not have to touch anything if I do not want to.  



When we come for Day of Discovery, breakfast will be available for us to buy at Boomer’s Cafe! 

There will be hand wash stations for me to wash my hands at before and after I eat.  If I stay in 

the Zoo after the event, I will see other places to get snacks or something to drink.  



When I am at the Day of Discovery, I will still have to follow all the rules for ZooTampa at Lowry 

Park. I will stay on the path and keep off of the grass and mulch. I will stay off of the railings 

and out of the pools. I will make sure to put all my trash and recycling into the trash and 

recycling bins.  



If I feel overwhelmed and need a break, I can go to a quiet area where there will be benches or 

chairs. There is a quiet area located in Wallaroo Station near the pony barn, at the Penguin 

Conservation Center, and at the front entrance next to the Tours and Guest Services Booth. 

There are also benches to sit on back at the Zoo Boulevard.  



There will be animals for me to look at, pet and feed in the petting zoo. I do not have to pet or 

feed the animals if I do not want to. The animals might be smelly. If the smell is bothering me I 

can cover my nose. To enter the petting zoo, I will go to the gate that says “entrance”. I will 

have to follow all the rules and I will listen to the attendant in the Zoo shirt. If I touch an 

animal, I will wash my hands after.  



The goat feeding area is on the outside of the Petting Zoo fence. I do not have to feed the 

goats if I do not want to. We will see a goat food dispenser. I will not feed the animals any 

people food because they will get sick. We will place two quarters in the slots and turn the 

knob to get the goat food. Goat food will come out the bottom of the machine. It is dry and 

has a smell to it. We will hold the goat food flat in our hands. The goats will place their heads 

through the fence and eat from our hands. We will feel their tongue picking up the food.  

When I am done feeding, I will wash my hands after.  



In the barnyard by the pony barn, there will be animals I can meet. I will not touch the animals 

unless the animal care staff with the animal says it is okay. I do not have to touch the animal if I 

do not want to. The animals may move around or make noise. I can cover my ears if they are 

making a loud noise. If an animal moves and I get nervous, I can take a step back. If I touch an 

animal, I will wash my hands after. 



There will be places to play in the water. If I do not want to get wet, I can choose to stay out of 

the water areas. There will be bathrooms where I can change into my swim suit or out of wet 

clothes. The rocks can get slippery so I will keep my feet on the ground and not climb on them. 

I will wear my non-slip shoes in the water.  I will not bring food or drink into the water areas.  



There will be games to play at Day of Discovery. The games will be free to play during the Day 

of Discovery only. There is one game where I can win a prize! I may have to wait in line to play 

these games so if I want to play, I will have to wait my turn patiently.  



Some of the rides will be open for Day of Discovery. The lines to ride the rides might be long so 

I may have to wait patiently for my turn. The adult who is with me can help me decide which 

rides I am ready for and which rides might be too scary. I will have to follow all the rules of the 

rides and I will listen to the ride attendant in the Zoo shirt.  



We can see the Wallaby Walkabout habitat at Wallaroo station. To visit the wallabies, we will 

walk to the door marked “entrance”. An attendant will be there to help us. The wallabies might 

be hiding or I might see them on the rocks. I will stay on the brick walkway and I will keep my 

hands away from the wallabies because I do not want to scare them. I will not give the 

wallabies any food because they will get sick.  



I can go into the Australasian Aviary if I want to see some birds. The birds are behind a net so 

they cannot touch me. I will not try to touch or feed the birds.  



At the Wallaroo Mining Company I can screen for cool looking rocks. If there is a long line, I 

may have to wait my turn. When it is my turn, I will give the attendant my blue ticket. This 

ticket allows me one turn. I can keep the gems I find and take them home with me! 
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